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ABSTRACT

Thesis Topic : An Analytical Study of Dana as Depicted in the

Vimanavatthu

Student’s Name : Phraathikan Suradet Dhammadinno (Varorod)
Degree Sought : Master of Arts

Program : Buddhist Studies

Anno Domini : 2023

Advisor : Phrasrivinyaphon, Dr.

Co-A dvisor : Assoc. Prof. Suchao Ploychum

The objectives of this thesis were: 1) to study the concept of Dana or giving,
2) to study the Dana or giving as depicted in the text of Vimanvatthu, and 3) to
analyze Dana as depicted in the Vimanavatthu. The data of this qualitative study
were collected from Tipitaka, Commentaries, the related documents and interviews.
The data were analyzed and presented in a descriptive method.

The results of study were found as follows:
1. Dana refers to giving, teaching Dhamma, sharing material things and non material
things with kindness, helpfulness, reward and worship without expecting anything in
return including forgiveness. There are 3 kinds of Dana: 1) Intentional Dana, 2) Viratti
Dana, and 3) Material Dana. There are 3 types of Dana divided according to giving
intention, the givers, and the objects and methods of giving. For the objects of giving,
it consists of: 1) the dana object must be pure alms, with pure intentions aiming for
goodness and clean mind before giving, while giving, and after giving. 2) The attitude
of giving is to give with faith, respect, at the appropriate time, and having a
compassionate mind. 3) Dhamma Dana is knowledge and skills that can be applied in
living a life and can raise the mind higher and higher. The virtues that promote Dana
are loving kindness, compassion, faith, wisdom and satisfaction or Chanda.

2. Dana in the Vimanavatthu consists of 85 items which can be classified into 3 types of
alms : 1) Cagacetana Dana, consisting of 85 items, namely 17 Vimanas in Pithavagga, 11 Vimanas

in Cittaladavagga, 10 Vimanas in Paricachattakavagga, 12 Vimanas in Manjitthakavagga, 14 Vimanas



in Maharathavagga, 10 Vimanas in Payasikavagga, and 11 Vimanas in Sunikakhittavagga, 2) Viratti
Dana, consisting of 17 items, such as Pathama Pattibbata Vimana, Dutiya Patibbata Vimana, Lata
Vimana. 3) Deyadhamma Dana consists of 55 items, such as Pathama Pitha Vimana, Dutiya Pitha
Vimana, Tatiya Vimana.

3. The value and virtue of giving alms as shown in the text of Vimanavatthu
indicated that it created faith and confidence in doing good deeds according to the
principles of Buddhism, having right view, and wisdom. Having a good sense of virtue
makes society peaceful, creates friendship, and helps to share and reconciliation.

Keywords : Dana or giving, the text of Vimanavatthu
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