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A Case Study of Dhammapila Jataka (Mai Ched Kod)
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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this thesis were as follows; 1) to study the Lan Na manuscript,
Dhammapala Jataka, 2) to study its fundamental teaching, and 3) to study moral value of the

aforesaid text. For data collection the her studied the DI pala Jataka, related

documents and research works. The coliccted data were analyzed, synthesized and categorized to
answer the study objectives; and the results were presented in descriptive pattern.

Results of the research were as follows:

Like general Lan Na palm-leaf manuscripts, the Dhammapala Jataka embodied literary
value: to begin with, the author followed the writing style of khaotham, using simple northern
dialect with illustrative, understandable parables. In the beginning of each fascicle, the author
started with introductory words and ended up with the essential part and the interesting point to be

followed in the next fascicle. In view of knowledge on the tenets of ism, the writer related

the story, interesting the audience with moral lessons and simultaneously arousing their
excitement. As for the subject matter, Dhammapala, the character of the episode, acted as
representative of good deeds, precepts observance, and dana offering to the extent that God Indra
realized his good deed and expressed his rejoice, giving the five magical objects, especially the
Mai Ched Kod that Dhammapala could ride to anywhere rapidly. By the merit of his good deeds,
Dhammapala was empowered to journey to the Himalaya forest, the city of Manora, and the top
of Sumeru Mountain that was impossible for ordinary people.

Regarding moral value of the Dhammapala tale, it was found that it embodied two

important principles of the Dhamma: ethical conduct that taught the listeners to do good by



observing the precepts and giving dana according to the principle of the Ten Kusalakammapatha
and the ultimate Truth, such as the Seven Pojjhanga and the Seven Ariyadhana, which were
compared to the Mai Ched Kod. And the most important of all was the Four Noble Truth.

In view of the Dhammapala Jataka value and its moral lesson, it was found that the Lan
Na palm-leaf texts as well as Dhammapala tale manuscript contributed to the listeners in three
major aspects: in perspective of social value, the text gave worldly lesson and knowledge on
culture and traditional preaching; in perspective of the value of ethical model and subject matter
of the text, the text embodied moral value since it presenting universal norms compatible with
local situations; and in perspective of doctrinal presentation, the text provided the listeners both
with the daily life dhamma and the ultimate truth which could lead those who lived the virtuous

life to spiritual development higher and higher.
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