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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this thematic paper were aimed 1) to study opinions on the factors
affecting people’s decision-making in election of the mayor of On Tai Sub-district, San Kamphaeng
District, Chiang Mai Province, 2) to compare the opinions on the factors affecting people’s decision-
making in election of the mayor of On Tai Sub-district, San Kamphaeng District, Chiang Mai
Province, of the people who differed in sex, age, level of education, occupation, family status and
income, and 3) to study suggestions on the problems and solutions to the problems of decision-
making in election of the mayor of On Tai Sub-district, San.Kamphaeng District, Chiang Mai
Province. The study sampling subjects were the electorates in On Tai Sub-district, San Kamphaeng
District, Chiang Mai Province for a total of 366. Tools for data collection were questionnaires.
Statistics for data analysis consisted of frequency, percentage, mean, standard deviation, and t-test and
F-test. If statistically significant difference was found, it would be tested in pair by means of LSD
(Least-Significant Different). The data were presented in descriptive tables.

Results of the research were as follows:

1) The opinions on the factors affecting people’s decision-making in election of the mayor
of On Tai Sub-district, San Kamphaeng Dlstnct Chiang Mai Province in general were rated at a
high level. When considering by aspect, it was found that the mean ranking from high to low was

ascribed to the policy, followed by competency and previous working results, and the least mean was

ascribed to ethical value, honesty and transparency, respectively.
2) The hypothesis test showed that the people with difference in age, level of education,

occupation, family status and income did differ in opinions on the factors affecﬁng people’s




decision-making in election of the mayor of On Tai Sub-district, San Kamphaeng District, Chiang
Mai Province, with statistical significance at 0.05, while the people in On Tai Sub-district who
differed in sex did not dif’t:er in opinions on the factors affecting people’s decision-making in
election of the mayor of On Tai Sub-district.

3) As regards the problems, it was found that the old candidate did not have the
knowledge and ability improved, while the new candidate absolutely lacked political experience;
the policy was redundant or similar to the previous one; there was no initiation of new policy; the
candidates were not responsible for what they promised to do, mostly emphasizing the personal
image boasting that they could do everything instead of thinking of what they could truly do; and

the candidates were collided with corruption or scandal.

4) In view of the solutions, it was found that the candidates should present thoroughly their
knowledge and ability, including visions in Jocal development; they should give priority to the
development of quality of life of community people instead of emphasizing the basic infrastructure
or giving materials; they should also show their performances, having been done for social benefits
or themselves in the past, and promise honesty and sincerity when elected into the office without

corruption or cheating by allowing people to inspect or check.
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