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ABSTRACT

Thesis Topie : A Study of Ethics Concepts in the Ten Birth-stories of
the Buddha

Student’s Name  : Phramaha Thanasak Sutadhano (Sudsook)

Degree Sought : Master of Arts

Program : Buddhism and Philosophy

Anno Domini : 2020

Advisor : Phrasutthisanmethi, Dr.

The purposes of this thesis include; 1) to study the ten birth-stories of the
Buddha, 2) to study the ethical concepts in the ten birth-stories of the Buddha, and
3) to analyze the values of the ethical concepts in the ten birth-stories of the
Buddha. The data of this qualitative research were collected from the Tipitaka,
Commentaries, books, and research works related.

Research results were found that:

1) The ten birth-stories of the Buddha retell the past lives of the Buddha
when he was still a Bodhisattva who was born either a human or a deva in order to
perform meritorious acts which could help him reach his ultimate goal and become
the Buddha in his final life to teach all beings to free themselves from desires and
sufferings.

2) The good actions found in those stories are the wholesome that can
bring benefits and happiness to practitioners, others and society as well. Meanwhile,
the evil deeds in the stories are considered unwholesome because they can bring
sufferings and troubles to the doers, others and society. The good deeds and the
bad deeds in the ten birth-stories of the Buddha were decided by the ethical criteria
set by the groups of absolutism, pragmatism, utilitarianism, and Buddhism.

There are 3 types of benefits in the life goals found in the ten birth-stories
of the Buddha; 1) benefits to oneself in the present life, in the following lifetimes,

and the supreme benefit or achieving enlightenment; 2) benefits to other people in



both physical and mental ways; and 3) public benefits referring to creating peace and
happiness to community and society.

3) The ethical values in the ten birth-stories of the Buddha are for mentality,
living a life, society and Dhamma practicing. These values can build and bring
benefits and happiness to oneself, others and society.

Keyword : Ethical, Ten Birth-stories of the Buddha, Values
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