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ABSTRACT

The thesis served its particular purposes: 1) to study key portions of
Theravada Buddhist philosophy on Buddhists’ duties, 2) to study Theravada Buddhist
philosophy on their duties following concepts of Buddhist residents in Roi Et
Provincial Municipality’s authorized area, 3) to analyze their duties following their
concepts. It was derived from the quantitative research methodology. Data were
collected from such secondary sources as relevant texts, in-depth interviews, and
group discussions. Samples were fifty residents, excluding six residents from the
process of group discussions. Findings were analyzed with the descriptive method.

Results of the study have found:

1) Accessing Buddhism’s essence can be able to do by three meritorious
actions of generosity, precept observance and mental development respectively.
The practice complies with the Buddha’s three key teachings (Ovadapatimokkha), not
to do any evil, to do good deeds and purify one’s mind. Other key teachings are
Threefold Trainings, and Five qualities of a preacher. In a bid to follow these
teachings, it amounts to making merits by making three meritorious actions, which
are offering their own belongings for benefits of other, regulating one’s body and
mind by not violating the code of conducts prohibited by the Buddha. Buddhists’
duties are divided into two headings according to their practice. Buddhist monks’ and

nuns’ main duties focus on studying dharma and codes of conducts, and undertaking



insight development in order to teach others. Male and female Buddhists’ duties are
following the Buddha’s teahings, becomes strong supporters of Buddhism.

2) Buddhists’ duties according to Buddhist residents’ concepts in Roi Et
provincial Municipality’s authorized area have found that Buddhist monks’ duties are
studying, practicing dharma, disseminating it, maintaining Buddhism, possessing ethics
and decent codes of conducts. Generally, Buddhist monks acting as the upper
direction in Buddhism should assist lay disciples preventing them from doing evil
deeds, only encouraging them to do good ones. For lay Buddhists’ duties, they have
to have close relations with Buddhism. They should treat Buddhist monks as if they
are the upper direction in Buddhism by treating them by kindly act, kindly words,
kindly thoughts, keeping open house to them, and supplying them with four material
needs. Buddhist monks should encourage lay Buddhists to make three merits, called
meritorious actions, through three different methods by having others share in
making merits, rejoicing in others’ merits, listening to dharma to non-perilous
knowledge, teaching dharma to give useful instructions, straightening ones’ views to
make them realize things as they really are until they have right views. In so doing,
they have close relation with Buddhism. In case of their more stringent practices,
they can attain states of close figures to the extent that they really become devout
lay disciples of Buddhism.

3) Results of analyses on Buddhists’ duties based on concepts of Buddhist
residents in Roi Et Provincial Municipality’s authorized area are divided into three
issues. First, they must strictly follow the Buddha’s teachings as the refuge for
leading their everyday life by studying such teachings as Four Noble Truths in order
to find solutions to the problems. Secondly, they must comprehend Three
Characteristics. Finally, they must observe five precepts and disseminate the
Buddha’s teachings as his teachings, are regarded as his representative. To put it
simply, dissemination of dharma and protection of Buddhism amount to maintaining
invaluable heritage, rule of dharma, for all human beings, which it can be applied in
every age. As a result, we Buddhists should behave ourselves well and perform our
good duties as Buddhists, concretely studying Buddhism, and preserving Buddhism

and its rites.
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