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ABSTRACT

The thesis’s objectives were: firstly to study main teachings of Right Livelihood in Theravada
Buddhism, secondly to study principles of doctrines relative to Right Livelihood in Theravada Buddhism,
and finally to study the significance of Livelihood in Theravada Buddhism.

The study was the qualitative research method, placing the focus on document research, by studying
The Tipitaka and documents involving those of teachings in Theravada Buddhism.

The study’s results were found that Right Livelihood meant the ways someone led their appropriate life,
carried out their moral careers without harming oneself and others, and sustained correct ways of life
by way of abstention, intent abstention for the purity, refrained from all evils that would to some extent
give tise to other sufferings and faults. Right Livelihood played the most significant role since the practice
to eradicate sufferings had to proceed with Noble Eightfold Paths, which was considered as the unique
path conducive to the purity of all followers. In Noble Eightfold Path, it was said that Right Livelihood
was considered as one of the important paths. Categorized as Morality, it was the main path for leading
the appropriate life as human beings no matter they experienced sufferings or happiness, they solely
depended upon their conducts. Had they known principles of leading their appropriate life or decent
conducts they could have relicved or receded their sufferings and found happiness. That was why
Right Livelihood was regarded as the vital mechanism functioning as the centre of the administration
for leading the suitable life because it was the indicator or the controller of the appropriate practice
in other aspects. When one led their appropriate life, it helped them know ways of speaking, doing,
solving their problems or leading their life. Thus, it was said that to comprehend correct conducts

or leading their life in appropriate ways was the conductor leading to the appropriate or good life

or opening the cavity leading to it.
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