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Thesis Title : A Comparative Study of Gratefulness (Kataiifiuta) in Theraviida

- Buddhist Philosophy and Confucius Philosophy

Student’s Name : Phramaha Samarn Jataviriyo (Sasisuwanphong)
Department : Buddhism and Philesophy
Advisor : Asst. Prof. Dr. Sukit Chaimusik
Academic Year + B.E. 2549 (2006)
ABSTRACT

The objective of this thesis is to compare the concept of gratitude in TheravAda Buddhist
philosophy and Confucius philosophy to find out similarity and dissimilarity between the two.

The data for the study are from documents, such as the Tipitaka, Commentaries, fhe Analects
of Confucius, and other research works.

Tt is found out from the study that the gratitude in Theravdda Buddhist philosophy means
knowing the done favour and repaying it. The basic gratitude to parents is to take care of them and, in
the higher level, is to establish them in accomplishment of virtue, accomplishment of charity and
accomplishment of wisdom. One who is grateful and repays the done favour will be accomplished with
benefits obtainable here and then. The gratitude in Confucius philosophy refers to repaying the done
favour and taking care of one’s own parents with respect. The similarity of both concepts is to repay the
done favour.

The difference is that TheravAda Buddhist philosophy focuses its gratitude in nurturing one’
own parents and establishing them in the Right View. The obstacle of the gratitude in Buddhist
philosophy is the unwholesome roots. Confucius philosophy emphasizes its gratitude in nurturing one’s
own parents with respect and expressing the sorrow in one’s parents’ funeral ceremony for three
consecutive years. Confucius philosophy does not specify about the gratitude on the Triple Gem and the
benefits obtainable in the next life, but it mentions the killing of some animals to make a sacrifice to
one’s ancestors’ souls. The obstacle of the gratitude in Confucius philosophy is the laws. )

In conclusion, the gratitude in both philosophies supports the family relation, social

blissfulness, national unity, and the world peace.
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