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Thesis Title : An Analytical Study of the Pharmacy In Theravida
Buddhist Philosophy
Student’s Name : Phra Chaiyasit Nawatharo (Iamwilawan)
Department :  Buddhism and Philosophy
Advisor : Asst, Prof. Dr. Soontaree Doungtipya
Co-Advisor : Dr. Theerat Saengkaew
Academic Year + B.C.2550 (2007)
ABSTRACT

The objectives of this thesis are to study meanings, significances, compositions and types
of pharmacy in academic f{ield and pharmacy in Theravada Buddhist philosophy, especially in
Bhesajja Khandhaka and also study the ways in medicine prescription of Jivaka Komarabhacca.

The thesis is qualitative and its resources are from the Tipitaka, Commentaries, and other
documents. The results of the study indicate that:

1. Pharmacy in general means medicines and activities relating to medicines in
order to provide a successful remedy for an illness. Every kind of medicine is necessary to the
sick. The use of each medicine depends on its disease symptom. Medicines may be composed of
natural or synthetic materials and they may come in the form of solid, liquid or gas. Medicines
can be divided by the drug potential actions or medical regulations.

2. Pharmacy in Theravada Buddhist philosophy means objects or abstracts that can
be used to relief and cure monks, female monks, lay-men and lay-women from their physical and
mental illness. There are permissions and restrictions for monks in the use of medicines. It also
mentions about the effectiveness in physicians’ curing, such as Jivaka Komarabhacca, the moral
principles of lay people who live their lives on pharmacy, and the Dhamma principles that can
help cure human mental illness.

3. Pharmacy in Theravada Buddhist philosophy emphasizes both its value and
advantage. In Bhesajja Khandhaka, it focuses material value of medicine and medicine
composition. The value in medicine prescription of Jivaka Komarabhacca is the efficiency and

indication of his medicine. Komarabhacca should be treated as the model of all physicians. To




 cure the mental illness with Dhamma of the Lord Buddha is believed as the highest value and it

can provide three aspects of benefits; benefits for oneself, for the others, and for society.
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