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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this thesis is to analytically study the importance of
mind, the state of consciousness occurring to different people, such as the
ordinary men, the learners and the adept, and the state of consciousness of
beings in planes of existence. The thesis is divided into 5 main chapters:

Chapter one is about the Background and significance of the
problem, objective, scope and purpose of the study. Man and mind which
are described with details in Buddhism are presented in chapter two.
Chapter three is the study on the relation between Mind and Mental
factors. Chapter four is devoted to division and Function of mind
classified in Abhidhamma scripture. Conclusion and suggestion for
action Plan and for further study are covered in the last chapter,

The study reveals the concept of mind in Buddhism as follows:
There are 12 factors in unwholesome consciousness, 18 factors in non-
causal consciousness, 24 factors in lofty consciousness, 15 factors in
form-sphere consciousness, 12 factors in formless-sphere consciousness
and 8 factors in super-mundane consciousness.

A number of those factors are eighty-nine in ordinary counting and
one hundred and twenty-one when counted in detail. There are 52 factors
occuiring altogether with the consciousness. The word "citta" or mind or
consciousness shares other words as its synonym, such as Mano, Mana,
Manasa, Manayatana, Hadaya, Vififian and Vififianakhandha.

According to the Buddhist psychology, the Buddha emphasized the
mind as the most important among the three actions; physical action,
verbal action, and mental action. As he said that everything is
accomplished with mind, led by mind, and under the control of mind.

From the study of Buddhist psychology, we can understand the
mental condition and mental process of variety of people. We can
diagnose the people's mental conditions from their external behaviors and
we can train our mind or suggest the others to follow.
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