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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this thesis paper were as follows : 1) explore concepts and theories on
politics and administration following political approaches, 2) study ruling doctrines found in the
Buddha’s ten rebirth tales and, 3) analyze those ruling doctrines.

The thesis was based on the qualitative research, documentary research, carrying out the
study the data from The Tipitaka, texts on Buddhism and Political Science concerned, of which
they were work of distinguished scholars generally acceptable in the educational arena.

The results of research were found as follows :

Concepts and rules of administration in general arose from the fact that the human
beings, as social animals, had to be dependent on one another. Whenever they lived together in a
large number, it was vital for them to have one to act as the leader so as to control and oversee the
administration, On the contrary, the aspect of political science in Buddhism's approach paid
significant attention to virtues and moral ethics; administrators had to be knowledgeable and
competent as well as virtuous and ethical. With these qualifications of theirs, it led their people to
the bliss of the society as a result. Nevertheless, they had to impinge on ten doetrines found in the
Buddha's last ten rebirth tales: generosity, morality, renunciation, wisdom, endeavour, tolerance,
truthfulness, resolution, loving-kindness, and equanimity. These doctrines, which the Buddha
performed in each of his ten rebirths, were regarded as the decent doctrines to be destined to
control physical, verbal and metal behaviours.

Results of applying these ten doctrines in the Buddha's last ten rebirths to the current

societies, especially in the fields of administration and ruling were found that: in rampant




situations, leaders should pursue their policies on sharing assistance and generosity to every
member in their society. They had to have virtues and ethics and to follow the rules and laws of
the society. They also should put the special emphasis on spiritualism more than materialism,
which the latter caused various problems but the former was the liberation of the chaotic states
and turned into peaceful ones, unleashing all sufferings with ones’ wisdom. In other words, the
wisdom itself was the matter of solving problems with reasons based on justice, and consequently
brought peace and happiness.

Endeavour was that of energy and determination in achieving the goals as planned.
Tolerance was that of forbearance and endurance in ways that were wholesome; it could restrain
occurrence of various problems and made the society happy as a result, Truthfulness was the
sincerity of leading one’s life, having determination in pursuing right livelihood and performing
histher duty with honesty and rightfulness or having honesty toward his/her own, duty and
society. Resolution was the strong inspiration in regression of leading one’s life, running a
business toward the set goals. It was also the base leading to peace, happiness and fulfillment at
the final stage. Loving-kindness was the expression of hospitality and generosity to one another;
sharing one’s happiness among human beings in a society as in the Buddha’s words saying
“Loving-kindness is as though it supports the world.” Equanimity is neutrality with the wisdom,
keeping abreast of existing states, realizing how to be relaxed by feeling neither happy nor sad in
such a situation since one knew and comprehended causes and effects and stayed abreast of a
situation. As a consequence, leaders and administrators should apply them to administering the
nation for their people’s happiness and benefits of the country.

So, when correctly and properly applied them to administration of a nation following
political science in Buddhism’s approaches as found in the tales of The Buddha’s ten rebirths,
those administrative pr'inciples were to give rise to the occurrence of the peaceful society;
everyone lived a happy life together and offered hospitality to one another as reflective of

generosity, morality, renunciation, ete.
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