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ABSTRACT

This research aims to study the attitude of the officials in Chiang Mai Educational Service
Area 1 towards Transferring the Basic Educational Management Policy to the Local Government
Organizations as well as to find out the appropriate channels and models of transferring in
accordance with the local officials’ perspectives. The sampling subjects for this study are the
administrative staffs of Chiang Mai Educational Service in Area 1. Data collection is randomly
selected by the method of purposive sampling, drawn from 154 respondents. Questionnaires are
therefore considered a main experiment tool. Out of 154 questionnaires, 123 copies, 80 per cent of
the total, are returned. The data collected are analyzed in order to find out frequency, percentage,
mean and standard deviation. According to the research results, it is found that Chiang Mai
Educational Service Area 1’s officials have the negative attitude towards images of Local
Government Organizations in terms of local politicians’ interference. They also indicate that Local
Govermnment Organizations would be able to manage the education only at the early stage as in
kindergarten and primary level. Moreover, they did not agree with the transferring of basic
educational management to Local Government Organizations. Though the schools in responsibility
would have more budget, reduce the workload of Educational Service Office, allow local
participation in educational management, including a cut down on red tape of educational
management, it will result in high-ranking officials interfering in educational institutions, affecting
freedom in management. In addition, educational institutions and teachers would become a tool of
local politicians, and an inequity in educational standards due to a difference of individual local
potentials. Therefore, teachers’ prestige would eventually decline, and have no advancement in
their official career. Besides, the sampling units have expressed opinions that the so-called policy
is prone to meet with failure as Thailand has not yet been ready for such system, Therefore, if it is

to carry on the implementation of this scheme, it needs to consider teachers’ willingness.
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