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ABSTRACT

Objectives of the research are to study relations between twelve local traditions and Roi-Et
Municipality community. The study is conducted through documents and texts on twelve traditions of
North Eastern people of Thailand and field studies. Tools used in the study are structured and .
unstructured interviews. Data obtained are analyzed and presented by descriptive analysis.

Results of the study are found that twelve local traditions have to do with ceremonies of
making merit in Buddhism. As a result, Buddhist monks are invited to ﬁarticipate in a religious
ceremony- of a tradition. Those twelve traditions are combinations of faiths and beliefs in Buddhism,
Hinduism and Animism. Each ceremony of a tradition takes place monthly, The date of a ceremony
depends on the time frame of the lunar month. The time frame of a tradition is dubbed “festival.’ The
first tradition begins in the first lunar month, falling on the second half of November. To putitina
nutshell, there are twelve traditions in all as follows:

1. Festival of merit making for Buddhist monks on probation.

2. Festival of merit making for boosting morale of new rice crop

3. Festival of merit making for offering grilled rice to Buddhist monks

4. Festival of merit making for listening to Tales of the Buddha in the last incarnation

5. Festival of merit making in Water Festival

6. Festival of merit making in Sky Rocket Show Case

7. Festival of merit making for purifying one’s mind

8. Festival of merit making for Buddhist Lent

9. Festival of merit making for the deceased with no relative and cousins

10. Festival of merit making for the soul of ancestors




11. Festival of merit making for marking the end of the of Buddhist Lent.

12. Festival of merit making for offéring Kathin robes to Buddhist monks

To sum up, twelve local traditions are cultural heritages that people of North Eastern Thailand
have been practised from the beginning to the end of each year, creating relations following ways of
religious faith and beliefs. They are also regarded as mental refuges in fixing up ideas, social values,

ethics as well as global visions of Roi-Et Municipality community,
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