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ABSTRACT

This study has the following purposes:

1) to study the political role of women’s participation in local government,

2) to analyze‘ the relationship of various factors that have affected the women’s
political role inthe target area and

3) to study the problems and the barrier of local government can be solved and
mended so that women may play a more active role in local politics.

Data for the study were collected from the population of 197 people, both male
and female, with the tool of questionnaires. The data were analyzed with descriptive
statistics of frequency, percentage, mean and standard deviation.

The study has yielded the following results.

1. Regarding the women’s political role, it has been found out that the women in
the target area have a little role in local politics. They have little participation in the
management of local government such as the follow-up and the examination in spite of
the fact that the women have good knowledge of local administration.

2. Regarding the women’s participation in local politics, it has been found out
that there are three factors that have hindered their active participation: the factor of
occupation, the factor of income and the cultural-social factor.

As to occupation, most people in Chaiprakarn district pursue daily-waged

employment in their native district or in other districts. Their work-places require them to




LI

travel to the work-sites in the moming and retum home in the evening or even to stay
away from home for days. Such a mode of working makes it difficult for women to
participate in local government.

Concerning income the people of Chaiprakarn district, compared  with those
living in Muang District earn monthly income. Such disadvantage has necessitated them
to pay more attention to their occupation than local politics.

Regarding socio-cultural factor, the people of chaiprakarn district still cling to the
old cultural tradition of gender discrimination. It is still believed that political affairs are
the job of men and not of women.

3. There are two suggestions for the solution of the problems; firstly, the
recognition and the acceptance of the women’s role in local politics must be vigorously
publicized by the local leaders especially by the Tambon Administrative organization
through different channels of mass media. Secondly, job opportunities should be created

inside the district so that the locals do not have to go and seek employment elsewhere.
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2.3 MSUANAIUNIINMIAUNA (Sex-role Socialization)
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