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Thesis Tille : The Concept of Gods in Theravada Buddhism
Student's Name  : Phramaha Somsak Suvannaratano (Suwannarat)
Department . Buddhism and Phifosophy
Advisor : Asst Prof Dr Widya Sakyabhinand, 8.& (Hons ), A Ph.D.
Co-Advisor :Ven.Dr. Paitoon Rucimitto, Paii 7,M.A.,M.Phil,Ph,D.
Academic Year : 1998

Abstract

The aim of this thesis is to study the concept of gods in the Theravida
Buddhism,in order to find the meaning and status of gods appeared in the Tipitaka,
Atthakatha(commentary), Tika(sub-commentary) and the other connected texts.

Since there are the similarity and difference of gods in terms of kind, states of
existence and attributes viz. age, body, happiness, supernatural power and wisdom,
therefore the study is done on the important sources containing gods” stories.

The result of this study identifies that the stories of gods largely appear in the
Tipitaka, Agt.hakami, Tikd and other later Buddhist texts. However, the collection of
gods is mainly contained in the Suttantapitaka especially in Devatdsamyutta,
M3rasamyutta, Nagasamiyutta, Supannasamyutta and Khuddakanikdya Vimanavatthu.

Gods are called in Pali fanguage as “Devatd". This word is rooted from Div and
is grammatically chénged to Deva. Being bom as Devata in any states of existence is
caused from the Meritortious Mind ie. Mah&kusala, Rlpavacarakusala,
Aripavacarakusala and achievement of the Fruitions. Each state of existence of gods is
& dimension separately from the human world. Moreover, each is separated into many
classes. According to Buddhism, men should react to gods as one who had successful
life during the fife-time. And  at the sametime gods' reaction to men is occasionally
supporting. Furthermore, Buddhism identifies that being bom as gods which is full of
excellent happiness is worldly and still under the Circle of Rebirth. Whenever one can

reach to Nibbana, he absolutely gains the etemnal happiness.
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