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Thesis Title : An Analytcal Study of the Faith of Paritta Power in Theravada Buddhism

Student’s Name : Phrakhrupaisarnsuntitham (Wichan Suntajitto/Khumraksa)

Department : Buddhist Studies
Advisor :  Assoc. Prof. Dr. Manop Nakkanrian
Co-Adyvisor : Asst, Prof, Dr. Bhasit Sukhawandee

Academic Year : B.E. 2556 (2013)

ABSTRACT

The objectives of this thesis were as follows: 1) to study the history of the legendary of
Paritta in Theravada Buddhism 2) to study power of Paritta in Theravada Buddhism and 3) to
analyze the values of beliefs of Paritta power in Theravada Buddhism. This study was a
qualitative research studying from Tripitaka, Atthakatha, and the works of famous scholars in
Buddhism, analyzed and organized into categories of the descriptive present.

The results of research were found as follows:

1) Patitta was Chants in. Buddhism or Buddhist mantra. There were two reasons of
praying Paritia: 1. to protect ﬁ‘bxﬁ"'d@gﬁ-bt'f&pm& for thie pr'osper'ity'2. to ﬁléfﬁdrizé the
Buddha's words. From past up to now, there were twelve pfays or another name called |
Sipsongtamnan: Mangkhala Paritta , Ratana Paritta, Karaniyametta Partiia, Khantha Paritta, Mora
Paritta, Vattaka Paritta, Dhajagga Paritta, Atanatiya Paritta, Angkhulimala Paritta, Photchangkha
Paritta, Apaya Paritta, and Chaya Paritta,

2) Belief of Paritta power in Theravada Buddhism; 1. protecting from angels and ghosts
2. protecting from dangerous animals 3. protecting from nightmare (Bad dream) and 4. act of
merit of the Buddha. Paritta power in each one; 1. Mangkhala Paritta, after hearing, sorrow and
disease whould disappear, only good things would come 2. Ratana Paritta; there would unity.
Obstacle and danger would go away 3. Karaniyametta Paritta; it made happiness in sleeping,
waking, no-nightmare, and be beloved by human beings and the undead 4. Khantha Paritta, it
protected from adders and other animals 5. Mora Paritta; it protected from one who had wicked

intentions 6. Vattaka Paritta; making out of conflagration 7. Dhajagga Paritta; making out of



obstacles, danger, and falling from high place 8. Atanatiya Paritta; protecting from the dead,
making health and happiness 9. Angkhulimala paritta; making birth easily and protecting from
danger 10. Potchangkha Paritta; making health, long life, and far from other obstacles 11. Apaya
paritta; making far from the disaster and no-nightmare and 12, Chaya Paritta; to be victorious and
healthy.

3) Value analysis of Paritta power in Theravada Buddhism, the aspect of mind; it gave
kindness to angels and human beings with happiness and suffering, not hurting others, the desire
for others to be free from suffering, the mind in meditation, a generous spirit, hospitality to
others. The aspect of takmg of health; to make healthy, long life, protect from suffering and
diseases, sleep in peace, no-nightmare. The aspect of lifestyle; to be prosperity, successfulness,
being far away from suffering, diseases for lifestyle and free from suffering, good fortune and
safe from harm like fire, fear. It was good for one who wanted to live in another places or
unimown place. It maded unity and prosperity. The aspect of society; reducing conflicts, not
persecute, not dynasties, reducing various violence, the social peace, neighborly to each other,
having the courtesy to each other, helping each other, giving guidance and hearing the opinions of
others, and the aspect of propagation of religion; it made monks take the example of the Buddha
that he had preached Dhamima for benefits and happiness to all animals as example for
propagation of religion to Buddhists or even Buddkists themselves could practice Dhamma or
other pﬁhcipies of .'_th.e Buddhaas qkmnplg to generation Buddhists for benefits and happiness to
all who believed in Buddhist mantra.
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