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ABSTRACT

This research has the following objectives:

1} To analyze the concept of death in Abhidhammapitaka.

2) To analyze the concept of Kamma in its relationship to the concept of death in
Ab;hidhammapitaka.

3) To study and anatyze death, the Jaw of Kamma and rebirth in the Abhidhammapitaka.

This is adocumentary research making use of the data derived from the primary
source—the Tripitaka, the secondary source--the commentary, the sub-commentary and the
tertiary source—the texts, academic papers, research works and theses.

The research has yielded the following results: Three types of death have been
described in Abhidhammapitaka : Momentary death (khanika Marana), conventional death
(Sammati Marana) and Absolute death (Samuccheda Marana). The psychic phenomenon
just before death in which the last thought moment (Cuticitta) of the final second of life
expires and immediate appearance of the linking psychic moment, the first though moment
(patisandhi citta) in a new from of life and a new realm of existence have been described in
a complete detail.

Death and rebirth are inseparable from kamma. It is kamma that determines the Gati
or the new abodes~ of beings’ rebirth, good Karma causes rebirth in the realms of weal; bad
kamma causes rebirth in the reatms of woe. But there are some peple who may undergo
a lesser number of rebirth or may not be rebom at all because they have supramundane minds

in which some or all of their mental defilements have been extinguishes by the A Insights




of the path (4 Magga Nana) beginning with the path of stream-winning and ending with the
path of full Enlightenment. The process of rebirth will continue as long as kamma and
defilements exist. It will end only when the two factors have been eliminated by the power
of the Noble Eightfold Path consisting of Right View, Right Thought, Right Speech, Right
Act, Right Livelihood, Right Effort, Right Mindfulness and Right Concentration.

From Abhidhamma p.itaka’s point of view death and rebirth are closely related,
death is immediately followed by rebirth; both belong to the same process of life
continuum. Looking at life in this way one will not fear death because it is not utter
annihilation of life. Moreover, one can manipulate his or her life by controlling his/her
Kamma. He can choose his new realm of existence as he or she likes and not to submit to
arbitrary wish of any supernatural agency. So Buddhism is the religion of hope that can help

prepare one to face death valiantly.
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