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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this thematic paper were as follows :-1) to study the royal biography of
King Mongkut, the King Rama IV, 2) to study Wats or Buddhist monasteries constructed
according to the royal initiatives of King Mongkut, and 3) to study the royal initiatives of King
Mongkut on constructing Buddhist Wats. This is a qualitative research based on the Pali Canon,
Royal Annals and Collections of Royal Announcements of King Mongkut, Royal writings of

King Mongkut, histories of Wats and other relevant academic texts.

The results of the study found that :
1) King Mongkut ordained as a Buddhist monk for 27 years before his enthronement.

After ruling the country, King Mongkut then supported, promoted and revived Buddhism in a

great number.

2) The study found that there were two styles of constructing Buddhist monasteries
which had been inherited from the time of the Buddha. They were sacred (or Wats with Buddhist
pagodas) and monumental (Wats with monumental purpose). Both concepts of construction were
inherited from the time of Sukhothai period to Ayutthaya and early Ratanakosin period. The King
Mongkut’s style of constructing Wats were both sacred and monumental or mixture between the
two. This meaned the construction of sacred Buddhist pagodas in tributes to persons of the royal
wishes. There were four layout styles of Wats : 1. Parallel style i.e. constructing the sacred zone
(Buddha or pagoda zone) in the middle and constructing residential or monastic zone (sangha
zone) on both sides of left and right, 2. Left-Right style i.e. placing the sacred zone on one side
and residential zone on the other. This style was sometimes called Left-Right style or East-West

style, 3. Front-Rear style i.e. placing the sacred zone at the front and residential zone at rear, and




4. Semi-circle style i.e. placing the sacred zone in the middle and surrounded by residential zone

in the shape of a semi-circle.

3) Therefore, the royal initiatives of King Mongkut’s model on constructing Buddhist
monasteries was to preserve traditional belief as well as initiating some new styles as models for
future generations to follow the tradition correctly and appropriately. Moreover, it had to be
properly constructed according to the monastic rules set by the Buddha particularly on symbol

and boundary stones and also to treasure traditional belief for future generations to able to follow

properly and correctly.
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