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ABSTRACT

This research aims to study the Buddhist teachings on giving or donation, the donation
conducted by Buddhists in Loei Province during the rainy retreat amount 250000. The
populations for study are totally 250. The study tool is a set of questionaire comprising of 6 parts.
The data are analyzed by SPSS for Windows through percentage, mean, and standard deviation.

The findings are as follows the opinion on dana — government officials, male Buddhists
and female Buddhists think that the most practicable donation is material donation for 76.0 % and
the most important dana is Dharmma Donation 72.0%. In Motivation on donation, government
officials indicate that they need to make merit, while the Male and female Buddhists are inspired
by faith. The most beneficial dana is Sangha Dana. Monks and novices are the best sources of
dana. The merit derived from dana is usually dedicated to the deceased. While conducting data.
most people pray to fulfill their wishes and they perform the donation on occasions. The opinion
on dana practice and motivation on dana of government officials, Buddhist male and Buddhist
female indicate in high average level for 3.88 mean and for 3.24 standard deviation. The opinion
on forms of dana of government officials and male Buddhists are on a high level for 4.46 and for
0.61 standard deviation. The problem concerning the understanding of dana is that the Buddhists
in Loei province prefer material donation to other forms of dana. i.e., the gift of truth and
forgiveness. They also opt to presume that those who make a donation are good people. That may

be against the principles on dana in Buddhism.
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